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A Message From The President

Each AABP presidency is defined by the events
of the current year. Certainly the past year has
had numerous defining events. The world trade
center attack and its effect on the Vancouver meet-
ing, anthrax spores and the economy are all defin-
ing events.

Those events are history now and the officers
and members of the AABP must look ahead and
plan for the future and not dwell on the past. When
I was in veterinary school a faculty member had a
picture in his office of some harness horses in the
stretch run. The driver of the lead horse was look-
ing over his shoulder at the horses behind him. The
caption read, “never look back, the whole race is
ahead of you”. From that picture I developed one
of my many philosophies for life “learn from the
past, live in the present, plan for the future”.

As T look to the future of the AABP there is
much work to be done. The food animal veterinary
industry is in the midst of some major changes,
some good and some not so good. The future role
of the cattle veterinarian will include more infor-
mation management. We will work with other pro-
fessionals as a team. We will define our niche
within the industry as the food animal health ex-
pert. We must be problem solvers, educators, ad-
visors and mentors. We will be held accountable
for the safety of the meat, milk and milk products
of the world. Our honesty and ethics must be above
reproach.

The future role of the AABP will be to provide
continuing education to all of its members to meet
the needs of cattle veterinarians around the world.
The AABP must be proactive in the recruitment of
people into the field of veterinary medicine and
more specifically those interested in cattle. We
must take an active role in shaping our future by
acting as advisors and a source of information to
government agencies and constituency groups
around the world. The information we supply must
be based in science and not cater to a few well in-
tended but misguided people.

Best regards

Kent Ames DVM

Notice to Readers

Articles published in the Proceedings of the American Association of Bovine Practitioners are not peer-
reviewed or refereed. All statements, opinions and conclusions contained in articles in the Proceedings are
those of the author(s), and are not necessarily those of the American Association of Bovine Practitioners
(AABP) unless specifically approved by the AABP Board of Directors.
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to the hospital pen?
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