
from wooly hair down to the hide in one fell swoop. It is 
quick, thorough, and you can make the prepped area neat , 
straight sided, and with good square corners. There's no 
worry about extension cords or trying to shave with a scalpel 
blade.• We feel it's important to make the incision in the 
center of the prepped area, and make everything nice and 
neat and clean. Sutures are all placed evenly, the bites are 
taken the same, so that when we get done, all that can be said 
is something like, "'Boy that's a neat Job. 1 think I'll come to 
you next time I need to be sewn up." All the client sees when 
you get done is how it looks on the outside---and from a 
veterinary standpoint, if you've been meticulous with what it 
looks like on the outside, chances are-and in our situation, 
it's the way it happens--you've done a good job all the way in 
and all the way out. 

Here's another practice tip that always brings a chuckle. 
About the only skin suture we use any more is monofilament 
nylon fishing line. How's that? We always double it , and we 
use 40 lb. test for cattle and horses , and 25 lb. test for dogs 
and cats. We cut it off in 4 or 5 ft. lengths , coil it up, and keep 
it in disinfectant solution in small plastic jars. It's strong. We 
have no problem with suture line abscesses. It handles easy. 
It's economical, but it is a good idea to put 2 or 3 extra 
throws per knot and pull them tight. 

With a Detco Recorder, it's real handy to use one of these 
magnetic spring clips to hold the graph paper as it comes out 
of the slot, because it will go right down into the water on the 
floor of the dairy barn if you are not careful. 

Ration balancing is the foundation of all of this dairy 
work, as a lot of you have found. We find our TI-59 
computer real handy for doing this, and many other things, 
also. 

I'd like to leave you with 2 thoughts. If you're not already 
taking your children on calls with you , I'd encourage you to 
do so. Ours are only 7, 9, and 12 at this point, but I can 
already see them growing up. I'm real glad that I've taken 
time in the past for them to go on calls with me, and I hope to 
have more opportunity in the future to do so. 

The other thought: Up the road a little ways is a church 
that has catchy little sayings on its sign. One of them goes 
like this: "'Ox in the ditch every Sunday? Sell the ox or fill up 
the ditch." Enough said. 

Thank you very much. 

Vaginal Prolapse Repair: 

Dr. R. E. Whitford, 
Clarksville, TN 

Prolapsed vagina is a problem for all of us involved in 
large animal practice. Our treatment procedures are probably 
not much difference than anyone else. 

We treat most of these cases in our haul-in facility at the 
clinic. Our facilities are not elaborate, but functional, allowing 
us to do about 75 % of our large animal work at the clinic. 
I feel this is about the only way a mixed practice can survive 
continuing to do large animal work. 

An electric fence charger wired to a wooden stick for use 

APRIL, 1983 

as an electric cattle prod is used in the clinic. That's an in­
cidental practice tip. Prolapsed vagina cases are first rectally 
examined to determine the stage of pregnancy which decides 
how we are going to treat the cow. 

The cow close to term with colostrum is given 5cc 
Lutalyse + 20cc Dexamethasone intramuscularly to induce 
labor. We recheck the cow in 48 hours if the calf has not 
been delivered. W' e see quite a few of these where the cervix 
opens, but the fetus is not expelled until after it dies. At 48 
hours, we have always had a live calf. The cow is given 100 
units oxytocin and the uterus is medicated. We then use 2-4 
stay sutures as described later. 

If the cow is early pregnant or not pregnant and not 
nursing a young calf, we recommend immediate slaughter. 

Cows in middle to late pregnancy with no colostrum 
present the biggest problem. We give an alcohol epidural 
using 3-6cc isopropyl alcohol and 5-lOcc lidocaine. The vagina 
is cleaned, replaced, and held in place with stay sutures. We 
use a meat stringer purchased from the local butcher supply. 
It is pushed through both vulvar lips as close to the body of 
the cow as possible and then pulled back out after being 
threaded with a nylon cable tie. These are self locking when 
pulled down snug. The owner is instructed to return the 
animal for induction of parturition when colostrum becomes 
evident in the udder. Nylon cable ties are available at auto 
parts and electronic parts stores and work well on large bull 
castrations and spays. 

A couple of quick practice tips: We have gone back to 
using just old 500 mg generic tetracycline capsules. We use 
these in the uterus on routine calvings. They cost about 3 
cents apiece and 2 grams of tetracycline is going to cost about 
12 cents. We'll put these things on a prolapsed vagina for 
instance; we'll break one open and just sprinkle it in there. 
We know how much drug we are using, and we are keeping 
our cost down. We' re not just taking a teaspoon of powder 
and dumping it in there. For use with our producers that 
want to come in and buy uterine pills we just put a few of 
them in a gelatine capsule. We are using a lot of Clorox for 
disinfectant instead of some of the more expensive things. 
Routine castration instruments are kept in a bucket of water 
with Clorox, likewise our dehorning instruments. We feel 
it does a good and very economical job. Some of you may 
have a problem with Clorox on your hands and may not be 
able to stand it, but we have not had any. We use 4 ounces 
per gallon of water for practically anything in routine disin­
fection. 

One other quick statement which I know many of you 
will argue with - we use paper towels instead of cotton for 
most procedures. A roll of paper towels; you can buy 5 or 6 
rolls of it for the price of the cotton and we feel when we tear 
them individually and throw them in the water, when you 
grab 3 or 4 at a time, they do a real good job for us as far as 
routine cleaning. 

Ligation of the external pudenal artery and vein for 
the treatment of Gangrenous Mastitis: 

Dr. Michael Kerfoot, 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 

In certain acute cases of gangrenous mastitis ( blue bag) , 
I have found it worthwhile to include a ligation technique of 
the external pudenal artery and vein to decrease the amount 
of toxic substances in the general circulation. 
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The cow is put in lateral recumbency with the affected 
quarter up . The rear leg is hoisted up and tied out of the way. 
A three inch antero-posterior incision is made in the groin 
area dorsal to the teat of the hind quarter . By blunt dissection 
( with hand ) the external pudenda! vein and artery are found 
and isolated. The artery and vein are double ligated with ;# 3 
Vetaf il. The skin incision is not closed. The affected teat is 
amputated to permit drainage. 

Supportive treatment of 20 million units K-Penicillin IV, 
1500 mg. Soludelta Cortef, and Lactated Ringers are also 
given. 

The affected quarter will usually slough off in about 4 
weeks. 

Editol s Note: For a full description of 11 A New Closed 
lviethod of LDA Repair" , please see THE BOVINE PRACTI­
TIONER, 1982, p. 80-84". 11 Closed Suturing Techniques 
Using a Bar-Suture for Correct.ion of Left Displaced Aboma­
sum: A Review of 100 Cases", K. E. Sterner and]. Grymer. 

When the front and rear teats on the same side are in­
volved , I will also ligate the subcutaneous abdominal vein. 

Oinical synopsis: 

NAQUASONE®* 
(brand of trichlormethiazide and 
dexamethasone) 

Clinical synopsis: Response: Visible in 24-48 
hours; average recovery in 3-4 days. 
Precautions: Veterinarian should be aware of 
the possible side effects of dexamethasone 
such as suppression of inflammation, 
reduction of fever, increased protein 
degradation and its conversion to 
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carbohydrate leading to a negative nitrogen 
balance, sodium retention and potassium 
diuresis, retardation of wound healing, 
lowering of resistance to many infectious 
agents such as bacteria and fungi , reduction 
in numbers of circulating lymphocytes. 

Contraindications: Animals with severe renal 
function impairments and untreated 
infections. 
Warnings: Milk taken from dairy animals 
during treatment and for 72 hours after the 
latest treatment must not be used for food. 
Clinical and experimental data have 
demonstrated that corticosteroids 

administered orally or parenterally to animals 
may induce the first stage of parturition when 
administered during the last trimester of 
pregnancy and may precipitate premature 
parturition followed by dystocia, fetal death, 
retaiRed placenta and metritis. 

* Each bolus contains 200 mg 
trichlormethiazide and 5 mg dexamethasone. 
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Only Naquasone® bolus gives you two 
kinds of medication for physiological 
parturient udder edema. 

First, Naquasone contains the proven 
diuretic trichlormethiazide, to quicl<l.y remove 
fluid accumulation in the intercellular 
tissues of the udder. The diuretic 
component in Naquasone promotes 
physiological urine production resulting 
in the prompt removal of excess body 
fluids. 

Second, Naquasone contains the steroid 
dexamethasone, to reduce the inflammation that often 
accompanies swollen udders . The steroid component 
acts to relieve cow discomfort due to inflammation and 

*Each bolus contains 200 mg trichJom1ethiazide and 5 mg dexamethasone. 

For clinical synopsis see following page. 

further promotes diuresis by maintaining the 
integrity of udder capillary walls. 

Together, the ingredients in Naquasone 
get fresh cows into top production quickly 
The dual action of Naquasone has made it a 

favorite of both practitioners and dairymen. 
Naquasone is packaged in foil strips 

and can be dispensed in a new Hat-Pak 
box of thirty bofuses, or from the 
countertop display as shown. 

To order Naquasone, contact your 
Schering professional sales representative or write 
Schering Corporation, Anima1 Health Products, 
Galloping Hill Road, Kenilworth, S h · 
New Jersey 07033. C er1ng 
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