




Procedure: There are four sites for abdominocen
tesis in the adult bovine: 1) 5cm caudal to the xiphoid 
and 5cm to the left ofmidline (left cranial quadrant); 2) 
and 3) anterior to the left and right anterior attachments 
of the udder (left and right caudal quadrants); 4) 20-
30cm cranial to the right caudal quadrant (right cra
nial quadrant). Clip and surgically prep all sites. If using 
a teat cannula, block the site and make a stab incision. 
Using an 18-gauge needle is the easier method. If a 
teat cannula is used, be sure to place the cannula 
through a gauze sponge before inserting it into the ab
domen to prevent blood contamination of the sample 
from the stab incision. An attempt should be made to 
obtain fluid from all four sites if peritonitis is suspected, 
since peritonitis can be localized to one site. Place the 
fluid in an EDTA tube. Because small amounts of fluid 
are usually obtained, a small EDTA tube is preferred to 
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prevent artifacts caused by excess EDTA. Place fluid in 
a plain tube for culture. 

Lung Aspirate 

Indications: Obtaining fluid for culture in a pa
tient with respiratory disease. 

Materials: 18-gauge, 1-1/2 (calves) or 3-1/2 (adults) 
inch needle, syringe. 

Procedure: Insert the needle through an inter
costal space over an area where abnormal lung sounds 
are auscultated. Aspirate fluid and place on culturette, 
and into blood culture bottle. 

Caution: Stay close to the cranial border of the 
ribs and beware of the heart. Fatal hemorrhage from 
hitting a major vessel can occur. 
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