
A complete training manual can be created 
describing all pr<;>cesses and tasks pertaining to 
the job and area of the dairy. The manual should 
be considered a dynamic document created by 
team effort and updated in response to experience. 
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Field evaluation of a fenbendazole slow release bolus in the control of 
nematode infections in first-sea~on cattle 

C. Bauer, H. Holtemoller, K. Schmid 
Veterinary Record (1997) 140, 395-399 

The efficacy of a fenbendozole slow release bolus 
in controlling nematode infections of first-season cattle 
was evaluated in a field study in northern Germany. 
Two groups, each of 11 male calves, were set-stocked on 
separate pastures from May until October 1989 (157 
days). The animals of one group wete given the bolus at 
turnout and the animals of the control group were 
treated with fenbendazole (7 •5 mg/kg bodyweight) eight 
weeks after turnout. Clinical inspections and measure
ments of faecal egg and larval counts, herbage 
trichostrongyle larval counts, plasma pepsinogen con
centrations and body-weight were throughout the study. 
All the animals were slaughtered for worm counts and 
the evaluation of carcase quality two weeks after hous
ing. The pasture grazed by the control group showed a 
marked increase in trichostrongyle larvae from late 
August onwards and, as a result, the control calves had 
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increasing faecal egg counts and increased plasma pep
sinogen concentrations in the latter part of the grazing 
season, although no clinical signs of parasitic 
gastroenteritis were apparent. The fenbendazole slow 
release bolus suppressed the trichostrongyle infections 
during the grazing season, and larval counts on the pas
ture grazed by the bolus treated group remained low 
throughout the study. Post-mortem examination showed 
that the bolus-treated calves harboured significantly 
(P<0•0l) fewer trichostrongyle worms·, including inhib
ited stages, than the controls. Because of an inadequate 
lungworm challenge during the grazing season it was 
not possible to evaluate the efficacy of the fenbendazole 
slow- release bolus in preventing parasitic bronchitis. 
At slaughter, the bolus-treated animals weighed more 
than the controls and tended to have a better carcase 
quality. 
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