ported here.

Pneumonia may produce gross lesions persisting
to slaughter. These lesions can be identified at slaugh-
ter and associated with differences in calf growth and
carcass traits. Numerically, animals in this study with
lesions at slaughter have decreased MDG, lower hot car-
cass weights, and variable effects on yield grades and
quality grades.

References

1. Wittum TE, Woollen NE, Perino LJ, et al. Relationships between
treatment for respiratory disease, the presence of pulmonary lesions
at slaughter, and rate of gain in feedlot cattle. J Anim Sci
1995;73(Suppl. 1):238. 2. Davies PR. Monitoring Lesions Of Slaugh-
tered Pigs. From the Proceedings of Minnesota Swine Conference for
Veterinarians 1992;19:291-294. 3. Davies PR, Bahnson PB, Grass
Jd, et al. Comparison of methods for measurement of enzootic pneu-
monia lesions in pigs. Am J Vet Res 1995;56:709-714. 4. Hurnik D,
Hanna PE, Dohoo IR. Evaluation of Rapid Gross Visual Appraisal of
Swine Lungs at Slaughter as a Diagnostic Screen for Enzootic Pneu-
monia. Can J Vet Res Rev Can Rech Vet 1993;57:37-41. 5. Straw BE.
Controlling pneumonia in swine herds. Vet Med 1992;87:78-
86. 6. Griffin DD. Beef production management, disease monitor-
ing in packing houses. Compend Contin Educ Pract Vet, 8
1994;16:1057-1061. 7. Griffin DD, Perino LJ. Disease Monitoring
in Packing Houses. XXV American Association of Bovine Practitio-
ners Conference 1992;2:343-350. 8. Lorenzen CL, Hale DS, Griffin

DB, et al. National Beef Quality Audit: Survey of Producer-Related
Defects and Carcass Quality and Quantity Attributes. J Anim Sci
1993;71:1495-1502. 9. Smith GC, Savell JW, Dolezal HG, et al. Na-
tional Beef Quality Audit. Improving the Quality, Consistency, Com-
petitiveness and Market-Share of Beef. 10. Brink DR, Lowry SR,
Stock RA, et al. Severity fo Liver Abscesses and Efficiency of Feed
Utilization of Feedlot Cattle. J Anim Sci 1990;68:1201-
1207. 11. Pritchard DG, Carpenter CA, Morzaria SP, et al. Effect of
air filtration on respiratory disease in intensively housed veal calves.
Vet Rec 1981;109:5-9. 12. Thomas LH, Wood PDP, Longland JM. The
influence of disease on the performance of beef cattle. Br Vet J
1978;134:152-161. 13. Meid, Ingh TSGM. Lung and pleural lesions
of veal calves at slaughter and their relationship with carcass weight.
Vet @ 1987;9:203-207. 14. Jericho KWF, Langford EV. Aerosol Vac-
cination of Calves with Pasteurella haemolytica Against Experimen-
tal Respiratory Disease. Can J Comp Med 1982;46:287-292. 15. Grif-
fin DD, Perino LJ, Wittum TE. Feedlot Respiratory Disease: Cost,
Value of Prevntives and Intervention. American Association of Bo-
vine Practitioners Proceedings 1995;27:157-160. 16. Popesko P. AT-
LAS Of Topographical Anatomy Of The Domestic Animals. Vol 1, 2nd
ed. Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders Company, 1975. 17. Gardiner MR.
Pulmonary Diseases of Cattle in the Kimberely District of Western
Australia. Aus Vet J 1976;52:204-208. 18. Yates WDG, Kingscote JA,
Mitchell B. The Relationship of Serology and Nasal Microbiology to
Pulmonary Lesions in Feedlot Cattle. Can J Comp Med 1983;47:375-
378. 19. Jeremic ZD. Pathomorphological studies of pneumonic al-
terations in young cattle. Acta Veterinaria Yugoslavia 1975;25:209-
216. 20. Choudary CH, Nayak BC. Incidence and histopathology of
lung lesions in bovines. Indian Journal of Animal Health 1980;19:11-
14.

Abstract

The effects of induced parturition in dairy cows on the incidence of
mortality in calves from commercial herds in south-western Victoria

J.M. Morton" and K.L. Butler'
Australian Veterinary Journal Vol. 72, 5-7

The effects of induced parturition on calf morality
rates were studied in 24 winter-calving, pasture-fed,
dairy herds in south-western Victoria. Parturition was
induced when most cows were between 27 and 35 weeks
of pregnancy. Control groups were selected from cows
in the same herds in which calving was not induced.
The incidence of mortality within 7 days of birth was
much higher among calves form cows in induced groups
relative to those in control groups (estimated median
herd mortality incidence 72% and 7%, respectively). The

incidence of calf mortality was high among groups

induced at all stages of pregnancy that were

investigated. However, differences in calf mortality

incidence, relative to controls, were increased among

groups induced at earlier stages of pregnancy.
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