
ported here. 
Pneumonia may produce gross lesions persisting 

to slaughter. These lesions can be identified at slaugh
ter and associated with differences in calf growth and 
carcass traits. Numerically, animals in this study with 
lesions at slaughter have decreased MDG, lower hot car
cass weights, and variable effects on yield grades and 
quality grades. 
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The effects of induced parturition in dairy cows on the incidence of 
mortality in calves from commercial herds in south-western Victoria 

J.M. Morton" and K.L. Butlert 
Australian Veterinary Journal Vol. 72, 5-7 

The effects of induced parturition on calf morality 
rates were studied in 24 winter-calving, pasture-fed, 
dairy herds in south-western Victoria. Parturition was 
induced when most cows were between 27 and 35 weeks 
of pregnancy. Control groups were selected from cows 
in the same herds in which calving was not induced. 
The incidence of mortality within 7 days of birth was 
much higher among calves form cows in induced groups 
relative to those in control groups (estimated median 
herd mortality incidence 72% and 7%, respectively). The 
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incidence of calf mortality was high among groups 
induced at all stages of pregnancy that were 
investigated. However, differences in calf mortality 
incidence, relative to controls, were increased among 
groups induced at earlier stages of pregnancy. 
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