
cattle industry in the future. Enhancing one's 
skills in these areas is an on going process. This 
process requires continually updating one's 
knowledge base by reading, listening, observing 
and maintaining a network of experts to call on, 
and ; continually evaluating one's beliefs and 
thought processes by thinking and engaging in 
debate with respected colleagues. 
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Direct effects of induced parturition on subsequent reproductive performance of dairy 
cows from commercial herds in south-western Victoria 

J.M. Morton and K.L. Butler 
Aust Vet J 72: 293-295 

Reproductive performance was compared between 
cows whose previous parturition was induced and non
induced cows with similar calving dates, in 49 
winter-calving, pasture-fed, commercial dairy herds in 
south-western Victoria. Parturition was induced in win
ter when most cows were between 27 and 35 weeks of 
pregnancy. Reproductive performance was assessed 
during the next mating period after induction which 
was mainly in spring of the same ·year. 

Percentages of cows in induced and untreated 
groups that were not pregnant after the mating period 
(9.0% and 7 .2%, respectively) did not differ significantly. 
Induction tended to increase the percentage of cows of 
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unknown pregnancy status. Mean percentages for in
duced and untreated groups were 11.5% and 7.9%, 
respectively. Induced and untreated groups calved at 
similar intervals after the planned start of calving in 
the following year, and the percentages of groups that 
required induction in that year did not differ signifi
cantly. The direct effects of induced parturition on 
reproduction were therefore concluded to be minimal. 
In seasonal calving herds, improvements in reproduc
tive performance could be expected among cows whose 
calving dates were altered substantially by induction, 
due to increased intervals from calving to mating start 
date. 
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