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use an AFD.  No one reported rectal perforations 
that were surgically managed, and none reported 
fetal compromise or death.

10) The final survey question involved feedback for 
our engineering and manufacturing teams.  While 
these responses may be specific to our brand, I feel 
that they represent thoughts on the application of 
many AFDs available on the market.  Responses 
suggested that satisfaction with such a device is 
largely affected by personal preference.  For ex-
ample, several people suggested that the device is 
too long and/or heavy to be comfortably used for 
long periods, yet 1 person suggested that it would 
need to be even longer to reach later pregnancies 
in large animals.  There were suggestions about 
the materials used in manufacturing, the durabil-
ity of various components, and feedback about 
pricing.  

Conclusion

Arm-free devices (AFDs) provide an additional option 
for transrectal reproductive ultrasonographic exams of cattle, 
and in some cases other species.  Various designs are em-
ployed by different manufacturers to suit their equipment’s 

transducer shape and their customers’ requirements.  While 
beef practice (including cow/calf, feedyard, and sale barn) is 
perhaps the predominant environment for this modality, it 
has been successfully adapted to a variety of purposes and 
employed for a variety of reasons.  Practitioners considering 
the implementation of arm-free ultrasonography to their 
reproductive exams should consider the properties of the 
animals and facilities they will be working with, the specific 
goals of the examinations they will be conducting, and the 
brands and features of the ultrasound equipment they will be 
using in order to determine the transducer type and relevant 
accessories that will serve them best.
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Abstract

Regulatory veterinary medicine includes activities 
many consider routine practice duties. Activities also focus 
toward identification and prevention of disease, foreign 
or domestic, and the examination of imported/exported 
animals, animal products, or plant consignments. This dis-
cussion is limited to the more usual activities within clinical 
practice. Several topics are examined; however, the list is 
not exhaustive. 

Résumé

La médecine vétérinaire réglementaire inclut des ac-
tivités que plusieurs considèrent comme étant des tâches 
routinières en pratique. Les activités se concentrent aussi 
sur l’identification et la prévention des maladies d’origine 
étrangère ou domestique et l’examen des animaux importés/
exportés, des produits animaux et des envois de végétaux. 
Cette discussion se limite aux activités les plus courantes 
dans une pratique clinique. Plusieurs sujets sont abordés 
mais la liste n’est pas exhaustive. 

The National Veterinary Accreditation Program

The National Veterinary Accreditation Program ap-
proves educational training incorporated into veterinary 
curricula for initial accreditation seekers. Accredited veteri-
narians must renew that status every 3 years.

• Category I Accreditation applies to all animals except 
food and fiber, horses, birds, farm-raised aquatic, 
other livestock, and some zoo species. 

• Category II Accreditation applies to all animal spe-
cies. 

Electronic forms are preferred to traditional paper 
versions for legibility and timeliness of copy arrival to appro-
priate state agencies. However, technical capacity may limit 
onsite provision of health certification copies for livestock rig 
drivers departing from remote facilities. Some veterinary field 
service vehicles include battery inverters and digital printers 
to address these challenges.  Attendees may submit a mock 
certificate of veterinary inspection (CVI) for the scenario to 
the presenter for post-conference feedback utilizing the fol-
lowing link: tx.ag/gmays. 


