A survey of commercial slaughterhouses: preliminary data on the
prevalence of pre-slaughter defects in market cows
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Introduction

Beef and dairy cull cow health and welfare are impor-
tant to ensuring safe, quality food. This survey serves as a
global benchmark for assessing cull cow health and welfare
at the time of slaughter. The objectives of the survey were to:
1) describe the distribution of 10 pre-determined health and/
or welfare conditions, and 2) describe the distribution of the
conditions within and among different areas of the world.

Materials and Methods

A total of 4,211 lots of market cows (n=76,886 hd)
from 8 states, 13 countries, and 3 areas of the world (Europe,
Brazil, and the United States) were included in the study. The
survey was conducted in the months of July, August, and
September of 2014. Individual animals were assessed in
lairage pens at commercial beef slaughter facilities for the 10
pre-determined health and/or welfare conditions by trained
evaluators located at each slaughter facility.

Results

Of all animals evaluated, at least 1 condition was ob-
served in 2.98% of animals. The 3 most commonly observed
conditions were low body condition score (45.6% of condi-
tions observed), poor udder condition (20.3% of conditions
observed), and severely lame animals (16.3% of conditions
observed). Most conditions were more prevalent in facilities
in the United States. The classes of cattle in which the most
conditions were reported were “Dairy” and “Mixed Beef and
Dairy”, accounting for 69.6% of all conditions observed.

Significance

Beef and dairy cull-cow health and well-being are im-
portant issues when considering animal welfare and food
safety. This survey provides a point of reference for assessing
cull cow health and welfare at commercial slaughter facili-
ties, and provides a foundation which future surveys can be
based upon.

Calving distributions of individual bulls in multiple-sire pastures
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Introduction

Reproductive performance and the number of calves
produced by individual bulls within multiple-sire pastures
has been shown to be highly variable. The objective of this
project was to quantify patterns in the number of calves sired
in multiple-sire pastures.
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Materials and Methods

Five multiple-sire pastures were analyzed from the US
Meat Animal Research Center database from the spring 2010
calf crop. Parentage was tested for all calves via genotyping.
Calving intervals were analyzed in 21-day periods and bulls
were ranked based on number of calves born in the entire
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