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Most beef practitioners have found beef herd
record-keeping to be a chore, too technically demanding
for the results achieved. Practice Tip: during a one-
minute pregnancy examination, enough information can
be collected to provide a rewarding summary of the herd.
It may also be a toe-in for other herd health or produc-
tion management visits.

Prior to beginning examination of animals in the
herd, establish the examination date, the dates the bulls
entered and left the breeding herd, and from these, cal-
culate the breeding season length, the minimum and
maximum duration of gestation in cows to be examined.
Use ajulian calendar conversion table to quickly calcu-
late this information.

What information can be gathered in the one-
minute pregnancy examination? The animal signalment
is established, ie. ID, breed, age, (sex). As the cow is
approached, assess body condition score, lactation sta-
tus and general health. Determine pregnancy (or) non-
pregnancy state and the stage of gestation (days
pregnant). After an initial herd visit, a preprinted herd
worksheet with animal signalment in a sorted order can

Exhibit 1.

PREGNANCY ANALYSIS REPORT: rancit [FAS - Beef Research Unit
HERD:  Mature Cows

DATE: Aug:93

SUMMARY:

NUMDER PG RATE _AVDTC _AVAGE _ AVECS _LACT® DREEDING SEASON:
ALL u3 929 81 13 51 78 START: 03/26
END: 06/01
LENGTH. 67

PREGNANT| 200 13 s 19
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03/02
a 06/01
58 91

LACTATING 160 N4 29
NON-LACT. ] 941 10

PG RATE = Pregnancy rate, # pregnant/# exposed 10 the bull
AVDTC = Average Days 1o Conceptior 10 conception in the breeding season.
AVAGE = Average Age.
AVDCS = Average Dody Condition Score, condition score 3t pregnancy ezam.
LACT% = Lactation rate. percent of cows bctating.

PREGNANCY DISTRIBUTION: (Pregnancy rate over time)

TIME 09 1019 0 03 w4y 5059 0
EXP/TIME a3 170 156 m 20 62 41 0
PRG/TIME 43 14 45 21 2 21 21 7
CUMPRG T 37 0T Iy T 3 ™3 p)

>70_OPEN PREG
G

™

TIME = Time in 10 day intervals through the breeding season.
G = The number of non-pregnani cows cxpoued 10 the bull during that time period.
PRG/TIME = cows . pes

PG# = Number of pregnant cows i
PR = Pregnancy rate (of the catey
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be prepared. Data is quickly gathered and recorded as
numeric codes, ie. BCS= 1 to 9, Lactation= 0, no or 1,
yes, Pregnant=0, no or 1, yes, Days Pregnant= days (10
day intervals), and comments (as needed). So, once a
cow signalment is recorded or identified, the practitio-
ner may report: 5, 1, 1, 150, which would be interpreted
as BCS=5, Lactating, Pregnant 150 days, comments or
observations are noted.

The data is easily entered into a computer spread-
sheet program by clerical or technical help. This infor-
mation can then be summarized, tabulated and graphed
(exhibit 1).

The pregnancy analysis report provides the prac-
titioner and producer with a simple but substantive
source of herd evaluation. It provides a basis for docu-
menting and discussing successes and short-comings in
the herd’s performance. This potentially leads you to a
whole array of other herd health and production man-
agement activities. You will find that producers are im-
pressed with all that you can discover during a....
One-minute Examination.
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